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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 14th September 2015 at 7.30pm in 
the Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:          Cllr Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex officio),  
 Cllr A Allen (Vice Chairman), Cllr D Carlin, Cllr Mrs B Hallett,  
 Cllr A Keeler 
 
In attendance:   Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
19  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Berlyn, Mrs Gardiner and Wakefield.   
 
20  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they had in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that 
they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of the 
interest.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 
days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.   
 
No interests were declared.   
 
21  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
No members of the public were present.   
 
22  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th June 2015 be approved and 
signed as a correct record. 
 
23  Footpaths  
23.1  Footpath Officer Reports 
The two Footpath Officers had met with the ECC Public Rights of Way and Localism 
Officer during the summer.  The Footpath Officers had agreed to split the village paths 
between them and would report any issues directly to ECC.  They had also taken a 
selection of fingerpost signs (no cycling, no horses and directional arrows) and would 
attach any that were required as they walked the paths.  Both Footpath Officers had 
submitted reports which were circulated.  Two requests had been put forward for 
consideration by the Committee.   
 

 Creation of a footpath along Hyde Lane to connect footpaths 42 and 44.  After 
some discussion about this footpath, Members were unsure of the area and Cllr 
Keeler offered to visit to see if there was room for a new footpath to be created 
on the verge.  If this was the case, the Committee were agreed that this should 
be submitted as a request to the LHP.   
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 Creation of a new official footpath at bridleway 3 to link with bridleway 14.  There 
was a lengthy discussion about this footpath network.  It was suggested that the 
Saffron Trail could easily be diverted to use existing paths.  It was not known who 
had created the Trail.  Members did not feel that it was necessary to create a 
new official footpath in this area.    

RESOLVED:  that  
a)  if there was sufficient space, that a request be made to the Local Highways Panel to 
create a footpath along Hyde Lane to connect footpaths 42 and 44.   
b)  a new official footpath was not required to link bridleway 3 with bridleway 14.   
 
23.2  Parish Paths Partnership 2015/16 
The Footpaths Officers had now been apprised of the P3 scheme at the recent meeting.  
All training, equipment and insurance was provided by ECC under the scheme.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
23.3  The Journal (August Cover Photograph) 
Cllr Allen had requested that this item be put onto the agenda for discussion.  The cover 
had shown a photograph of a child cycling across a field.  Members were unsure where 
the footpath was or if it was a bridleway (where cycling would be permitted).  As there 
was some uncertainty around the location, Members agreed it would not be appropriate 
to contact The Journal on this occasion.  However, Cllr Mrs Chapman would include a 
small piece in the next Danbury Times regarding cycling on footpaths and it could also 
be included in the Parish Council article in The Journal in the future.  .   
RESOLVED:  that  
a)  it was not necessary to contact The Journal regarding the cover photograph 
b)  articles to be placed in the Danbury Times and The Journal regarding cycling on 
footpaths.   
 
23.4  Footpath 17 – Woodchip Trial 
This was requested to be put onto the September agenda for further discussion at the 
Environment meeting of 2nd March 2015.  Cllr Mrs Chapman had visited the path during 
the last 6 months and felt that generally the trial had not worked well enough over a long 
period of time.  Other Members who had used woodchip for paths agreed that it was not 
suitable for this type of use.  Members felt that it should be expected that footpaths 
would be muddy at times and that people should either wear appropriate footwear or 
use the pavements.  Members agreed not to carry out any further work in this area but 
would monitor it.  
RESOLVED:  that no further work be carried out to the surface of Footpath 17 but would 
monitor it.   
 
24  Bus Transportation – Transport Partnership Meeting 
The last Maldon meeting was held on 11th June and attended by Caroline Lambert who 
has sent a report.  The results of the bus review consultation were circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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25  Highway Matters 
25.1  Little Baddow Road:  Essex County Council (City of Chelmsford) (Waiting, 
Loading and Parking Consolidation) (Variation No.42) Order 20 
The Traffic Regulation Order had been approved to extend the double yellow lines at 
Little Baddow Road towards Lingwood Close.   
 
A resident had put forward a suggestion to install cameras in the area outside Barclays 
Bank which could automatically record number plates of vehicles stopping on the 
double yellow lines and the fine the driver.  Members agreed to wait until the pre signals 
were installed at this location to see what impact this had.  There was some doubt as to 
the feasibility of installing cameras at this point due to cost implications and practicality.  
Members remained concerned about the installation of the pre signals as it was felt that 
this could cause drivers to not give way on the roundabouts.  There was no update as to 
when the pre signals were being installed.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
25.2  Highways Briefing for Parish Councils 
Three representatives from each parish could attend.  The Clerk would be interested in 
going.  Cllr Mrs Chapman also volunteered to attend.  The Assistant Clerk may be able 
to attend if no one else wished to go.   
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk and Cllr Mrs Chapman attend the Highways Briefing on 27th 
October.   
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25.3 Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below have been reported and updates requested.  Where a P3/ P4 defect has been raised, the issue in question did not 
meet the criteria for immediate repair and repairs will be undertaken in line with the on-going works programme.  
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Runsell Green Street light not working ECC 06/09/2013 20076141 3/9/15 still with supplier. 15/4/15 issue now with power 
supplier to resolve. 09/02/15 listed on ECC website as 
known problem. 26/1/15 Street light has been damaged 
in accident and needs replacing.  Report again.  9/5/14 
chased with street  lighting.  reported by AC 

Well Lane Overhanging vegetation 
obscuring sightlines 

ECC 01/10/2013 
05/05/2015 

2265542 
2400129 

5/5/15 overgrown hedge reported by resident at Farmers 
Market - to be inspected.  Send to ECC under ref 
2400129.  2/3/15 concern that when leaves appear, 
sightlines will be obscured.  11/02/15 Advised by 
Country Park that Well Lane/Woodhill Road verges and 
trees were cut back by ECC.  Country Park will also 
monitor boundaries.  Essex Outdoors have cut back their 
boundaries and will monitor.  26/1/15 AC advised worse 
area was on the Essex Outdoors side of the road on the 
bend opposite Mynard Way.   

St Cleres Way Concrete posts are leaning 
over causing a hazard 

ECC 23/05/2014 2330013 14/09/15 The Assistant Clerk would take photographs 
and send again.  Posts were leaning further over.  
25/8/15 more information req. 6/8/15 owner disputing 
ownership of posts. 15/5/15 no prow officer for Danbury 
yet.  Still waiting for updates.  10/2/15 Owner has been 
contacted in regard to removal of posts.  26/06/14 ECC 
to contact owner to request removal. 23/05/14 to be 
visited and assessed.   

Mill Lane 30mph sign has been knocked 
down 

ECC 07/04/2015 2395440 1/6/15 raised as defect and sent to engineering team.  
reported at Farmers Market 
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Hopping Jacks 
Lane (Butts Lane 
to Simmonds 
Way 

Footway in poor condition ECC 10/03/2015 2396414 1/6/15 raised as defect and sent to engineering team.  
reported as maintenance as not accepted as LHP 

Footway between 
Poplar Farm and 
Overshot Bridge 

Footway overgrown with 
vegetation due to soil washing 
down 

ECC 31/03/2015 2396422 14/9/15  Cllr Keeler to check to see if work had been 
carried out and if not, whether it was suitable for new 
footway/footpath.  7/5/15 being investigated.  LHO will 
get Highway rangers to side verge and see what surface 
is there.  reported by resident 

Main Road 
(between Clovers 
and Riffhams 
Lane) 

Footpath reduced by 
vegetation growth 

ECC 20/04/2015 2397637 1/6/15 raised as defect and sent to engineering team.  
reported by resident.  

St Cleres Way area near footpath 17 is 
uneven (near to steps) 

ECC 26/05/2015 2403638 26/5/15 to be inspected.  reported by resident.  

93 Main Road 
outside Rectory 
Farm House 

Bollards on grass verge 
removed by resident and holes 
filled 

ECC 19/05/2015 2402745 03/09/15 to be reallocated to a team for assessment 
again.  18/6/15 to be inspected.  1/6/15 ECC checking 
ownership of land.  26/05/15 being investigated 

Maldon Road - 
Tesco 

Pothole on footway at exit of 
petrol stations 

ECC 14/05/2015 2401941 reported by resident.  

20 Pedlars Path  Verge has been destroyed by 
parked vehicles, is muddy with 
several holes 

ECC 26/05/2015 2403962 25/8/15 has been inspected, photographed and sent to 
engineering team to be programmed in.  Resident has 
called again to advise kerbs are now missing and 
sticking out.  ECC have been advised of this as is now a 
hazard.  28/5/15 to be inspected. photograph left 
anonymously in post box 

Padarn, 76 
Hopping Jacks 
Lane 

Overgrown hedge/trees ECC 15/07/2015 2412658 07/09/15 being investigated.  31/7/15 to be inspected.  
reported by resident.  
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Latchettes, Lt 
Baddow Rd 

Residents have turfed over 
footway 

ECC 13/07/2015 2412193 27/7/15 to be assessed.  22/7/15 to be inspected.  
reported by resident.  

Junc footpath 
16/17 

Oak Tree - deadwood branch 
hanging down 

ECC 22-Jul 2414074 22/7/15 to be inspected. reported by AC 

Woodhill Road Roof felt fly tip 50 – 100  yards 
from the bridge that goes over 
the stream down the end of 
Woodhill Road before its 
junction with Sporehams Lane 

CCC 10/07/2015 773445 14/9/15 this had been removed.  reported by AC 

The Hawthorns Footway in poor condition & 
overgrown hedges/vegetation 

ECC 22-Jul 2414067 
& 
2414068 

2414068 - vegetation does not meet criteria to be fixed 
at present - will be monitored. 22/7/15 to be inspected. 
reported by resident.  

Alleyway 
between Hoynors 
& Mill Lane 

Trees and vegetation 
overgrown 

ECC 29/06/2015 2409809 reported by resident.  31/7/15 has been inspected and 
added to list for engineering team to attend.  No date 
given.  

The Avenue Trees need pollarding ECC 25/08/2015 2419637 26/8/15 to be inspected in next 28 days. Email from 
resident.   

Little Baddow 
Road 

Flooding between Junction of 
Eves Corner/Lingwood Close - 
gully blocked 

ECC 25/08/2015 2419700 Reported by SB 

Main Road 
between Parish 
Office & Moors 
Bridge Lane 

overgrown hedge/vegetation 
on both sides of road 

ECC 02/09/2015 2420827 Reported by resident 

Junc Pedlars 
Path/Mill Lane 

Kerbs loose and turned over ECC 26/08/2015 2419773 reported at Farmers Market - already reported to ECC 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and the low priority defects removed from the agenda for monitoring by the Assistant Clerk.   
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26  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
The minutes for the meetings of 17th June were circulated.  The most recent meeting 
was held on 2nd September 2015.  Cllr Carlin was concerned about minute 5 regarding 
the Chairman and Vice Chairman making decisions on priority schemes.  He would 
see if he could find out some more information on the decision making system of the 
panel.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and Cllr Carlin makes enquiries into how 
the LHP decisions are made by its Members.   
 
27  Local Highways Panel Requests 
The Committee had already agreed to put forward the Footpath Officers 
recommendation in minute 23.1 for a footpath in Hyde Lane to link up footpaths 42 
and 44.   
 
The current position of the scheme requests were:   
 
27.1  Schemes for consideration by the Committee 
Footway between Overshot Bridge and Poplar Farm, Bicknacre Road.   
There were no further updates from the resident who had originally reported the issue.  
The LHP Liaison Officer had recommended that the Parish Council submit this to the 
Panel for validation.  Cllr Keeler would check the area to see if any work had been 
carried out and this would then be put forward to the LHP.   
RESOLVED:  that the reinstatement of the footway between Overshot Bridge and 
Poplar Farm, Bicknacre Road be submitted to the LHP following Cllr Keelers visit if 
suitable.      
 
27.2  Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 

27.2.1  Parking Issues in Well Lane/The Heights:   The LHP Liaison Officer had 
advised that parking restrictions were outside the remit of the LHP and they could 
not advise any other measures.  The Committee had already contacted the 
Parking Partnership in the past and been advised that Well Lane did not meet their 
criteria for restrictions.  A suggestion was made that the whole of Well Lane could 
be made one way but the Committee did not think this would be practical.   

 
A resident from The Heights had suggested that a request be made to ECC to 
make the exit/entrance into The Heights one way to alleviate the issue of 
negotiating the parked cars in this area when driving in and out.   One side was 
already one way.  Members discussed the issues around doing this and agreed 
that it could be a feasible option.  The Assistant Clerk was asked to see if this work 
could be carried out via the LHP.  If this was the case then Members were agreed 
that is should be submitted as a request.   

RESOLVED:  that a one way system at The Heights junction with Well Lane be 
requested via the LHP if this was the appropriate route.   
 

27.2.2  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close:  The Assistant Clerk had contacted 
CCC and forwarded the response to the LHP Officer for his comments.  The LHP 
Liaison Officer had now escalated this issue to his Line Manager.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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27.3  LHP Agreed Schemes 
27.3.1  New Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road:  The 
finish date was February 2016.  No start date had been given.   
27.3.2  Bend improvements/railings outside 56 Main Road:  The finish date had 
been given as June 2016.  No start date at present.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
28  Quarries 
28.1  St Clere’s Hall:  Nothing to report 
28.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  Nothing to report.   
28.3  Sandon Quarry:  Nothing to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
29  Living Landscapes 
Cllr Mrs Hallett updated the meeting and the minutes from the meeting of 11th June 
were circulated.   Cllr Mrs Hallett advised the following:   

 A further meeting had been held in August but the minutes had not been sent.     

 There were seventeen volunteers for the hedgerow survey.  Some had started 
already.  There were still issues linking with landowners, particularly smaller 
ones.   

 Staff would be visiting Elm Green School to get the children involved in Living 
Landcapes projects.  

 The group were promoting barn owl boxes and had asked if it would be 
possible to put some up on Dawson Memorial Field.  The Assistant Clerk would 
see if a map was available for them to indicate specific areas of interest.  Small 
articles about barn owl boxes could be publicised in the Danbury Times and on 
the Parish Council’s website.   

 Woodham Walter and Woodham Ferrers and Bicknacre Parish Councils were 
being contacted.  

 Wildlife Treasure Hunt Walks were being organised which had been successful 
in the past.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and the Assistant Clerk forwards a map of 
Dawson Field to Cllr Mrs Hallett .   
 
30  Information Board at St Johns Church 
The CCC Museums Manager has removed the old board and would inform the Parish 
Office once an installation date is confirmed for the new board.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
31  Danbury Common 
The volunteer who used to carry out the Copt Hill checks is no longer there.  If this 
gets reinstated, reports would again be sent.  A resident had called to complain about 
cyclists parking around Copt Hill but had not followed up in writing.  The Head Ranger 
was aware of the issues, which were difficult for the National Trust to police, and 
would visit the resident to discuss.  Members agreed this was an ongoing issue with 
inconsiderate cyclists who often blocked the road.  The Assistant Clerk was asked to 
speak with the National Trust again for an update on this and to see if any resolution 
had been agreed.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts the National Trust for an update on the 
issue with cyclists and Copt Hill.   
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32  Project Danbury 
Cllr Mrs Chapman gave the following updates:   

 The CCC Tree Officer had agreed the use of a mini digger at the site.   

 Cllr Mrs Chapman would be meeting National Grid on Wednesday to agree 
work to be carried out.   

 A trial dig had taken place where the layby was originally positioned and it 
appeared that this would be removable.   

 It was hoped that work could continue through September and October.   

 Volunteers would be required once digging has been carried out to dig in soil 
improvers.  This would need time to settle and then some planting may be 
possible during the autumn, with the rest after winter.   

 Cllr Allen had researched prices of cultivators.  . Prices varied from £34 to £95 
(both plus vat) depending on the power and depth required.  There would be a 
charge for delivery or it could be collected.   

 Cllr Mrs Chapman was producing a Health and Safety Assessment for the 
Clerk prior to work taking place.  The mini digger could then be used to dig the 
bed, which would be weather dependant and not when the Old Pavilion was 
being hired.    

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
33  Review Terms of Reference for the Environment Committee 
Members reviewed the Terms of Reference for the Committee.  One small 
amendment was agreed to be put forward to the Parish Council.  It was noted that the 
Committee would need to discuss the budget prior to the Resources Meeting in 
November.  A separate meeting would need to be held to agree the budget for 
2016/17.   
RESOLVED:  that  
a) one amendment of the Terms of Reference be put forward to Parish Council 
b) a further meeting be arranged to agree the Environment Budget for 2016/17   
 
34 Strategic Business Plan 
Members were asked if they had any ideas to put forward to the Strategic Business 
Plan Working Group for the next 5 years.  Members would like to see a previous plan 
as a starting point and discuss further at the November meeting.   
 
It was felt initially that the following items could be included:   

 Additional bus shelters (Woodhill Road) 

 Additional litter bins and encouraging the reduction of litter and fly tipping in the 
village 

 Pedlars Path Clearance Project 

 Support and encourage projects that increase residents wellbeing.   
 
It was also suggested that some sort of canvassing of residents be carried out to get 
their views.  This could be done by putting an additional sheet in the Danbury Times 
and also have an online form.  Post boxes could be put in different locations around 
the village to collect the responses.   
RESOLVED:  that these ideas be forwarded to the Strategic Business Plan Group and 
this item is put onto the next agenda for further discussion.   
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35  Correspondence 
35.1  Broomfield Hospital:  A resident had asked for the Parish Council’s comments 
on parking issues at Broomfield Hospital.  Members felt that parking is often an issue 
at most hospitals and that the Committee would not be able to comment further on 
this.  The Assistant Clerk was asked to send details of the Chelmsford Community 
Transport Bus which does now run to Broomfield Hospital.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and details sent to the resident about 
Community Transport to Broomfield.    
35.2  Air pollution:  A resident had asked if the Parish Council would commission 
tests to check if the standards of air pollution were being exceeded in the village.  
Members did not feel that this would be a feasible option to undertake and could not 
see what action could be taken on any results.   
RESOLVED:  that air pollution checks were not undertaken.   
 
36  Matters for Report (for information only) 
It was advised that on the National Trust Land on Woodhill Road (opposite Well Lane) 
there was a flattened area with some debris left behind.  It looked as if a vehicle had 
left the road but no one at the meeting was aware of the cause of this.   
 
37  Dates of Meetings for 2015 
30th November 2015.  Cllr Carlin gave his apologies for this meeting.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm.   

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 


